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the Burman, a classic from its first printing. First published in 1882 it took 
immediate rank as the one authoritative study of not only the Burman but of 
the Turanian life and character." As such the present reviewer recalls with 
gratitude the light which it shed upon the daily life of Mandalay and Rangoon 
in the land of the yellow robe and the honorific umbrella. After fourteen years 
the author was able in a second edition to correct errors, not that many such were 
found by the severest critics, and to add new matter. After a second interval 
of fourteen years, in which Burma passed from under the bloody and slothful 
rule of Thibaw into the hands of competent British administration, the author 
has rewritten his book with an eye carefully directed upon the immediate re- 
sults of the change of conditions. In all human probability this will be the final 
edition, for in the passage of the years the hand of the administrator must 
weary and he must lay his task aside. It is meet, therefore, to disregard the 
modesty of the title page and for Shway Yoe to read the distinguished name of 
Sir James George Scott, one of those able men who have passed from the 
crowded masses of Scotland to become great proconsuls at the verge of British 
empire. In this last edition the author has yielded his own judgment in the 
matter of transliteration and has adopted the system formulated by the Royal 
Geographical Society; this concession makes for uniformity, but it does not 
avail to clear away the difficulties of the language and cannot compare with 
the beautiful precision of the scientific alphabet which by simple means has 
been found so ready of application to other tonal languages. We could wish 
that Sir James had shown himself equally complaisant in sacrificing his trans- 
lations of Burman verse into English doggerel, but that is probably too much 
to ask any one who finds that he has a facility in rhythm and in rhyme. The 
blemish is but slight in a work where so much is found to transcend all praise. 
It is not merely the story of the Burman in his religious and in his social and 
his civil life, so far as life is at all dissociable from religion in a community 
where the chief end of living is to attain merit whereby one more step is taken 
toward Ne'ban or Nirvana. In the lapse of years the same witness has been 
able to present the old Burman as he was before the rule of the Lord of the 
White Elephant had passed, and the new Burman who is struggling toward 
adjustment to meet the new conditions. William Churchill. 

GENERAL 
The Conservation of Water. By John L. Mathews. 2S9 pages and illustra- 
tions. Small, Maynard & Co., Boston, 1910. 
This book sustains the standard set in "Re-making the Mississippi." It is an 
interesting and instructive exposition of the value of the streams of the country. 
Chapters on Water as a Resource, Floods and Flood Prevention, Storage, Mun- 
icipal Supply, Water Power, Swamp Drainage, Irrigation and the Conservation 
of our soil are included, and any one who desires to obtain a presentation of the 
conditions now existing as well as some of the tendencies can do no better than 
to read this book. Many of the nation's extravagances and inconsistencies are 
displayed, as, for instance, the pollution of streams used for a water supply. 
We have been profligate of our heritage. The tale is a much-repeated one, but 
we cannot be told too often of our failings, to the end that we may see our errors 
not only as pertaining to large rivers, like the Mississippi, and to extensive pro- 
jects, like the Uncompahgre, but also as the personal factor in smaller rivers, 
swamps, hillsides and wooded tracts of our own immediate neighborhood. 
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Mr. Mathews's indictment is a severe one ; but students of our great river are 
not agreed that the reservoir system of control can be carried out as extensively 
as is here recommended and the "mining of white coal" is not altogether an 
ethical argument, for it excites the same desires which have made this great 
waste possible. Moreover, we have no conclusive evidence that the reforesting 
of large areas will increase our rainfall, nor do we believe that without the 
electricity obtained from the power of the water held in reservoirs by which 
nitrogen can be added to the soil we are in danger of starvation when the 
nitrate deposits of the Atacama desert are exhausted. 

A number of fine illustrations add much to the value of the volume. Persons 
interested in the conservation of water will read this book, of course; but it 
ought also to fall into the hands of the lukewarm and the disinterested readers 
of conservation problems, for the careful consideration of the material presented 
in this book must make them active agents in small or large ways in this great 
national movement. R. M. Brown. 

Lehrbuch der Geologic. Von Dr. Emanuel Kayser. In zwei Teilen. I. Teil : 
Allgemeine Geologie. xii and 825 pp., 598 text figures and index. II. Teil: 
Geologische Formationskunde. x and 741 pp., go plates and 150 text figures. 
Large 8vo. Third Edition. Ferdinand Enke, Stuttgart, 1908 and 1909. 
M. 18.60. 
The general structure of this third edition of Professor Kayser's well-known 
textbook is the same as that of the two previous editions, but the text has been 
enlarged and re-written in many places according to the progress of geology 
along the respective lines, up to 1908. The most important of the chapters thus 
modified are, in the first volume (Physical and Dynamic Geology). Earthquakes, 
mountain making, valley terraces, glacial erosion, marine sediments, and others; 
in Part II (Historical Geology), it is especially the Archaic, the Alpine Triassic, 
the Upper Cretaceous, Tertiary, and Quaternary. The merits of the book, from 
the standpoint of the teacher or student, still consist in the exceptionally great 
number of illustrations, especially of plates representing the leading fossils of 
which no other similar book possesses a better and more complete selection, and 
the historical synopsis of the progress of our knowledge about the contents of the 
respective chapters at the beginning of each. Pedagogical considerations, too, 
have led to the very strict confinement of the book to problems of German geo- 
logy, assigning the corresponding phases of foreign countries comparatively 
little space. This plan has resulted in a much more explicit treatment of German 
conditions than is found in the average textbook, and it makes the book an espec- 
ially welcome guide to German geology for the foreigner who can find in it all 
that he can be possibly expected to know or to need of the matter, and in a most 
accessible form. For students who want to know more about foreign conditions, 
however, references are given at the end of each chapter, which amply supple- 
ment the short sketches of the text. As the most recent edition of any of the 
German standard textbooks this one is probably the first in which the new hypo- 
thesis on the formation of the Alps by a recumbent fold process has been written 
up in textbook size. It is surprising, however, that notwithstanding its being 
brought up to date, the book should, in the introduction, still cling to the nebular 
hypothesis as the only existing, or acceptable, hypothesis of its kind, without even 
mentioning the meteoric or planetesimal hypotheses, although the author de- 
clared, as far back as the preface to the first edition, that he intended to at least 
touch upon doubtful subjects, even though he would not enter into merely theo- 



